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1. A process for presenting interactive program guide information to a user, 
comprising the steps of:, 

1 0 providing a program guide area; 

wherein said program guide area is semi-transparent and overlays the 
broadcast program that the user is currently watching, allowing the user to see the 
progress of the broadcast program; 
receiving user command input; 
1 5 displaying atfirst column in said program guide area; 

said first column displays the available program channels in a rotating endless 
channel list; / 

wherein the user scrolls or pages up or down said channel list; 
displaying a second column in said program guide area; 
20 said second column displays the program list for a specific channel; and 

wherejfi the user scrolls or pages up or down said program list. 

2. The process of claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 
highlighting an element in a column; and 

25 said highlight step is responsive to a user's commands. 

3. The process of claim 2, wherein said highlight step displays a highlight bar to 
highlight an element. 

30 4. The process of claim 2, wherein said second column displays the program list 
for a channel highlighted by the user. 



5. The process of claim 2, wherein whispering arrows are displayed when 
information exists in the indicated direction and wherein information is more detailed 
35 as the highlight is moved to the right. 

II 

"S* The process of claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 
displaying a start time above said first column; and 
wherein said start time is modifiable by the user. 
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5 Y. The process of claim §, wherein said channel list comprises channel numbers, 
channel IDs and the name of the program playing during said start time on each 
channel number. 

The process of claim wherein said second column displays programs for 
1 0 the selected channel starting from said start time. 

Il The process of claim 2, further comprising the step of: 

displaying a description of a program highlighted by the user in said program 
guide area. 

15 7 «■ 

t©» The process of claim % wherein said program description is displayed above 
said first and said second columns in said program guide area. 

K. The process of claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 
20 displaying the channel number and ID above said second column; and 

wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

T£^ The process of claim Is., wherein said channel list follows the user's channel 
selections, scrolling backward or forward in said channel list. 

25 6 

t& The process of claim 2, further comprising the step of: 

displaying the channel number and ID above said second column; and 
wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

30 T3\ The process of claim +3^ wherein said program list changes to the programs 
associated with the channel number highlighted by the user, starting at the time 
indicated above said first column. 

The process of claim 1 , wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
35 program next to the program name, said program list is in descending order from the 
most recent time to the latest time. 

|7 

The process of claim 1, wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
program next to the program name and continues the intermediate time intervals by 
40 listing eaich half, quarter hour, or selectable intervals, and wherein the duration of each 
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5 program is displayed using an indicator extending from the program start time down 
to the program end time. 

10 

K. The process of claim 2, wherein the user highlights a program in said second 
column and moves said highlight to the right to obtain a detailed information screen 
10 for said program. 

18. A process for /presenting interactive program guide information to a user, 
comprising the steps/of: 

providing a program guide area; 
15 wherein saia program guide area is semi-transparent and overlays the 

broadcast program that the user is currently watching, allowing the user to see the 
progress of the broadcast program; 
receiving user command input; 
displaying/a first column in said program guide area; 
20 said first aolumn displays channel sorting methods available to the user; 

displaying a second column in said program guide area; 
said second column displays the available program channels in a rotating 
endless channel list; and 

wherein the user scrolls or pages up or down said channel list. 
25 I 

1 9. The process of claim 1 8, further comprising the step of: 
displacing a third column in said program guide area; 

said tNrd column displays the program list for a specific channel; and 
wherein the user scrolls or pages up or down said program list. 

^1^20. The process of claim ^9, wherein two columns are displayed at a time. 
%-Q 'to 

^ The process of claim 2©? wherein said first column and said second column 
are displayed in said program guide area. 

'22. The process of claims i8 or 1 9, further comprising the step of: 
highlighting an element in a column; and 
said highlight step is/responsive to a user's commands. 
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The process of claim 22; wherein said second column displays the available 
channels that correspond to the sorting method highlighted by the user. 

JO z[ 

2< The process of claim 22, wherein the user moves the highlight to the right of 
said second column to display said second and said third columns in said program 
1 0 guide area. 



The process of claim wherein said highlight step displays a highlight bar 
to highlight an element. 

15 26. The process of claim p 29>, wherein said third column displays the program list 
for a channel highlighted by the user. 

The process of claim 25^ wherein whispering arrows are displayed when 
information exists in the indicated direction and wherein information is more detailed 
20 as the highlight is moved to the right. 

28. The process of claims 1 ST or 19, further comprising the step of: 
displaying a start time /bove said second column; and 
wherein said start tirne is modifiable by the user. 

*2&. The process of claim wherein said channel list comprises channel 
numbers, channel IDs and the name of the program playing during said start time on 
each channel number. 



30 m* The process of claim 2&, wherein said third column displays programs for the 
selected channel starting from said start time. 

The process of claim "22? further comprising the step of: 
displaying a description of a program highlighted by the user in said program 
35 guide area. 



32^ The process of claim / 3^> J 



wherein said program description is displayed in the 
upper portion of said program guide area. 

40 / 33. The process of claim 1 9, further comprising the step of: 
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displaying the channel number and ID above said third column; and 
wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

The process of claim 'il* wherein said channel list follows the user's channel 
selections, scrolling backward or forward in said channel list. 

I^L The process of claim 14 further comprising the step of: 

displaying the channel number and ID above said third column; and 
wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

1 5 t*§* The process of claim 35, wherein said program list changes to the programs 
associated with the channel number highlighted by the user, starting at the time 
indicated above said first column. 



' 37. The process of claim 19, wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
20 program next to the prognam name, said program list is in descending order from the 
most recent time to the latest time. 

38. The process of claim 19, wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
program next to the program name and continues the intermediate time intervals b y 
25 listing each half, quarter hour, or selectable intervals, and wherein the duration of each 
program is displayed using an indicator extending from the program start time down 
to the program enqtime. 

39s The process of claim -32, wherein the user highlights a program in said third 
30 column and moves said highlight to the right to obtain a detailed information screen 
for said program. 

*Y 40. An apparatus for presenting interactive program guide information to a user, 
/ comprising: / 
35 a program guide area; 

wherein said program guide' area is semi-transparent and overlays the 
broadcast program that the user is currently watching, allowing the user to see the 
progress of the broadcast program; 

a module for rec€ iving user command input; 
40 a module for displaying a first column in said program guide area; 
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5 said first colujnn displays the available program channels in a rotating endless 

^ channel list; 

wherein the/user scrolls or pages up or down said channel list; 

a module fpr displaying a second column in said program guide area; 

said second column displays the program list for a specific channel; and 
1 0 wherein /he user scrolls or pages up or down said program list. 

44.. The apparatus of claim 2*6> further comprising: 

a module for highlighting an element in a column; and 
said highlight module is responsive to a user's commands. 

15 4l W 

4& The apparatus of claim wherein said highlight module displays a highlight 

bar to highlight an element. 

42- 40 ■ ■ ■ 

43. The apparatus of claim 44., wherein said second column displays the program 
20 list for a channel highlighted by the user. 

44. The apparatus of claim 41, wherein whispering arrows are displayed when 
information exists in the indicated direction and wherein information is more detailed 
as the highlight is moved to the right. 

25 

4§~ The apparatus of claim 40> further comprising: 

a module for displaying a start time above said first column; and 
wherein said start time is modifiable by the user. 

so *w 
30 **6v The apparatus of claim 4b> wherein said channel list comprises channel 

numbers, channel IDs and the name of the program playing during said start time on 

each channel number. 

477 The apparatus of claim ^ wherein said second column displays programs 
35 for the selected channel starting from said start time. 

4^ The apparatus of claim 44, further comprising: 

a module for displaying a description of a program highlighted by the user h 
said program guide area. 

40 
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5 "49s The apparatus of claim 48* wherein said program description is displayed 
above said first and said second columns in said program guide area. 

si* V) 

*5tt, The apparatus of claim 4Q, further comprising: 

a module for displaying the channel number and ID above said second 

10 column; and 

wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

5tk The apparatus of claim 50* wherein said channel list follows the user's channel 
selections, scrolling backward or forward in said channel list. 

52. The apparatus of claim further comprising: 

a module for displaying the channel number and ID above said second 
column; and 

wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

HI Hi* 

The apparatus of claim 52, wherein said program list changes to the 
programs associated with the channel number highlighted by the user, starting at the 
time indicated above said first column. 



25 ^ The apparatus of clairn 36, wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
program next to the program name, said program list is in descending order from the 
most recent time to the latest time. 

S5 . The apparatus of claim 4$ wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
30 program next to the program name and continues the intermediate time intervals b y 
listing each half, quarter hour, or selectable intervals, and wherein the duration of each 
program is displayed using an indicator extending from the program start time down 
to the program end time. 

HO 

35 5tx The apparatus of claim 44, wherein the user highlights a program in said 
second column and moves said highlight to the right to obtain a detailed information 
screen for said program. 

57. An apparatus for presenting interactive program guide information to a user, 
comprisir 
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a program fluide area; 

wherein ^aid program guide area is semi-transparent and overlays the 
broadcast program that the user is currently watching, allowing the user to see the 



progress of the 
a module 
1 0 a module 



>roadcast program; 
for receiving user command input; 
for displaying a first column in said program guide area; 
said first/column displays channel sorting methods available to the user; 
a module for displaying a second column in said program guide area; 
said second column displays the available program channels in a rotating 
endless chanmel list; and 
1 5 wher^pn the user scrolls or pages up or down said channel list. 

58. The Apparatus of claim 57, further comprising: 

a module for displaying a third column in said program guide area; 
hird column displays the program list for a specific channel; and 



said 



20 whe|ein the user scrolls or pages up or down said program list. 

59. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein two columns are displayed at a time. 
6 




30 



The apparatus of claim 5a, wherein said first column and said second column 
25 are displayed in said program guide area. 

The apparatus of claims 57 or 58, further comprising: 
a module for highlighting an element in a column; and 
said highlight module is responsive to a user's commands. 

&c The apparatus of claim e^, wherein said second column displays the 
available channels that correspond to the sorting method highlighted by the user. 

fJ3> The apparatus of claims, wherein the user moves the highlight to the right of 
35 said second column to display said second and said third columns in said program 
guide area. 

e^r The apparatus of claim's^ wherein said highlight module displays a highlight 



bar to highlight an element. 
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5 65) The apparatus of claim tn>, wherein said third column displays the program list 
for a channel highlighted by the user. 

The apparatus of claim 61, wherein whispering arrows are displayed when 
information exists in the indicated direction and wherein information is more detailed 
1 0 as the highlight is moved to the right. 

C>^67. The apparatus of claims 57 or 58, further comprising: 

a module for displaying a start time above said second column; and 
wherein said start/time is modifiable by the user. 

15 7, 

'68d The apparatus of claim wherein said channel list comprises channel 
numbers, channel IDs and the name of the program playing during said start time on 
each channel number. 

no 

20 The apparatus of claim wherein said third column displays programs for 

the selected channel starting from said start time. 

To, The apparatus of claim fft, further comprising: 

a module for displaying a description of a program highlighted by the user h 
25 said program guide area. . 

7>. The apparatus of claim wherein said program description is displayed h 
the upper portion of said program guide area. 

72. The apparatus of cla/fm 58, further comprising: 

a module for displaying the channel number and ID above said third column; 
"Qnd* / 

wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

35 7S* The apparatus of claim 7£, wherein said channel list follows the user's channel 
selections, scrolling backward or forward in said channel list. 

74* The apparatus of claim tH-, further comprising: 

a module for displaying the channel number and ID above said third column; 

40 and 
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5 wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

7^. The apparatus of claim 74* wherein said program list changes to the 
programs associated with the channel number highlighted by the user, starting at the 
time indicated above said first column. 

T5ft76. The apparatus/of claim 58, wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
program next to the program name, said program list is in descending order from the 
most recent time to the latest time. 



0 



77. The apparatus of claim 58, wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
program next to the program name and continues the intermediate time intervals b y 
listing each half, Quarter hour, or selectable intervals, and wherein the duration of each 
program is displayed using an indicator extending from the program start time down 
to the program 4nd time. 
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The apparatus of claim *H, wherein the user highlights a program in said third 
column and moves said highlight to the right to obtain a detailed information screen 
for said program. 



A program storage medium readable by a computer, tangibly embodying a 
program of instructions Executable by the computer to perform method steps for 
presenting interactive program guide information to a user, comprising the steps of: 
providing a program guide area; 

wherein said program guide area is semi-transparent and overlays the 
broadcast program that the user is currently watching, allowing the user to see the 
progress of the broadcas program; 

receiving user corr mand input; 

displaying a first c< lumn in said program guide area; 

said first column displays the available program channels in a rotating endless 
channel list; 

wherein the user scrolls or pages up or down said channel list; 
displaying a second column in said program guide area; 
said second colunqn displays the program list for a specific channel; and 
wherein the user scrolls or pages up or down said program list. 
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5 ^Q. The method of claim 79, further comprising the step of: 
highlighting an element in a column; and 
said highlight step is responsive to a user's commands. 

34. The method of claim 80, wherein said highlight step displays a highlight bar to 
1 0 highlight an element. 

The method of claim wherein said second column displays the program 
list for a channel highlighted by the user. 

1 5 The method of claim $0, wherein whispering arrows are displayed when 

information exists in the indicated direction and wherein information is more detailed 
as the highlight is moved to the right. 

84. The method of claim 79> further comprising the step of: 
20 displaying a start time above said first column; and 

wherein said start time is modifiable by the user. 

The method of claim 84, wherein said channel list comprises channel 
numbers, channel IDs and the name of the program playing during said start time on 
25 each channel number. 

8&. The method of claim 84, wherein said second column displays programs for 
the selected channel starting from said start time. 

30 8&. The method of claim ^0^ further comprising the step of: 

displaying a description of a program highlighted by the user in said program 
guide area. 

88> The method of claim 8*, wherein said program description is displayed 
35 above said first and said second columns in said program guide area. 

89: The method of claim 79> further comprising the step of: 

displaying the channel number and ID above said second column; and 
wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

40 
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5 Sfcx The method of claim "89* wherein said channel list follows the user's channel 
selections, scrolling backward or forward in said channel list. 

-** 7B 

INv The method of claim BQ, further comprising the step of: 

displaying the channel number and ID above said second column; and 
1 0 wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

32\ The method of claim wherein said program list changes to the programs 
associated with the channel number highlighted by the user, starting at the time 
indicated above said first column. 

36-. The method of claim 79* wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
program next to the program name, said program list is in descending order from the 
most recent time to the latest time. 

;= -f 

H 20 94-. The method of claim 79, wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
: Z program next to the program name and continues the intermediate time intervals b y 

4 listing each half, quarter hour, or selectable intervals, and wherein the duration of each 

^ program is displayed using an indicator extending from the program start time down 

7- to the program end time. 



& 7* 

The method of claim 8Q, wherein the user highlights a program in said second 

column and moves said highlight to the right to obtain a detailed information screen 

for said program. 




(96. A program storage medium readable by a computer, tangibly embodying a 
program of instructions executable by the computer to perform method steps for 
presenting interactive program guide information to a user, comprising the steps of: 
providing a program guide area; 

wherein said program guide area is semi-transparent and overlays the 
35 broadcast program that the /user is currently watching, allowing the user to see the 
progress of the broadcast program; 

receiving user command input; 

displaying a first colwmn in said program guide area; 

said first column displays channel sorting methods available to the user; 
40 displaying a second column in said program guide area; 
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said second column displays the available program channels in a rotating 
endless channel list; and 

wherein the user scrolls or pages up or down said channel list. 




97. The method of claim 96, further comprising the step of: 
0 displaying a third column in said program guide area; 

said third column displays the program list for a specific channel; and 
wherein tpe user scrolls or pages up or down said program list. 

8. The method of claim 97, wherein two columns qre displayed at a time. 

The method of claim 98, wherein said first column and said second column are 
/ 

displayed in said program guide area. 

00. The method of claims 96 or 97, further comprising the step of: 
0 highlighting an elenpnt in a column; and 

said highlight step is responsive to a user's commands. 

t()+* The method of claim4O07 wherein said second column displays the available 
channels that correspond to the sorting method highlighted by the user. 

TSS. The method of claim wherein the user moves the highlight to the right of 
said second column to display said second and said third columns in said program 
guide area. 

I tG3. The method of claim 1^ wherein said highlight step displays a highlight bar 
to highlight an element. 

/oi <\n 

TtMi The method of claim tGOy wherein said third column displays the program list 
for a channel highlighted by the user. 

I Of- q 7 

TGSL The method of claim wherein whispering arrows are displayed when 

information exists in the indicated direction and wherein information is more detailed 

as the highlight is moved to the right. 

1 06. The method of claims 9p or 97, further comprising the step of: 



53 



Attorney Docket No. 1^R0047/P0012 



displaying a start time above said second column; and 
wherein said start time is modifiable by the user. 

TOA The method of claim T86> wherein said channel list comprises channel 
numbers, channel IDs and the name of the program playing during said start time on 
each channel number. 

110. iog 

t0&? The method of claim te^ wherein said third column displays programs for the 
selected channel starting from said start time. 

t0*L. The method of claim further comprising the step of: 

displaying a description of a program highlighted by the user in said program 
guide area. 

t°t ' 103 

The method of claim wherein said program description is displayed h 

the upper portion of said program guide area. 

111. The method.of claim 97yfurther comprising the step of: 
displaying the channel/number and ID above said third column; and 
wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

1 12 -> The method of claim 111, wherein said channel list follows the user's channel 
selections, scrolling backward or forward in said channel list. 



The method of claim 1^0^ further comprising the step of: 
displaying the channel number and ID above said third column; and 
wherein said channel number and ID are modifiable by the user. 

M i os 

*t+4r The method of claim 14a, wherein said program list changes to the programs 

associated with the channel number highlighted by the user, starting at the time 

indicated above said first column. 

115. The method of claim 97, wh4rein said program list lists the start time of each 
program next to the program name, said program list. is in descending order from the 
most recent time to the latest tinre. 
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116. The method of daim 97, wherein said program list lists the start time of each 
program next to the program name and continues the intermediate time intervals b y 
listing each half, quarter hour, or selectable intervals, and wherein the duration of each 
program is displayed using an indicator extending from the program start time down 
to the program dr\6 time. 

101 

*tfTT The method of claim T60r wherein the user highlights a program in said third 
column and moves said highlight to the right to obtain a detailed information screen 
for said program. 
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